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A B S T R A K 

This study developed the development of a principled framework for language materials development in order to align 

instructional resources with curriculum objectives, pedagogical principles, and learners’ needs. The problem addressed in this 

study was the lack of systematic guidance in designing materials that are not only linguistically accurate but also contextually 

relevant, engaging, and inclusive. A qualitative descriptive approach was employed using document analysis of relevant 

literature and curriculum policy documents. The data were obtained from books, journal articles, and official guidelines related 

to materials development, educational theories, and the Merdeka Curriculum. The data were analyzed through thematic 

analysis by identifying and synthesizing key principles such as authenticity, learner engagement, scaffolding, formative 

assessment, cultural relevance, and technology integration. The findings indicated that a principled framework played a 

significant role in ensuring the effectiveness and coherence of teaching materials. The integration of theoretical foundations 

with curriculum requirements resulted in materials that supported learner autonomy, critical thinking, and meaningful 

language use. Furthermore, the study highlighted the importance of inclusivity and adaptability in diverse educational contexts. 

In conclusion, the developed framework provided practical guidance for educators and material developers to design effective, 

learner-centered, and contextually appropriate materials. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the evolving landscape of language education, the development of effective instructional materials has 

become increasingly important to support meaningful and relevant learning in the 21st century (Richards, 2021). 

Materials development is not merely a process of compiling content, but a systematic effort that requires alignment 

with pedagogical principles, curriculum objectives, and learners’ needs (Tomlinson, 2011). Recent studies have 

shown that many teaching materials are still developed without a clear framework, resulting in inconsistencies and 

limited effectiveness in promoting communicative competence and learner engagement (Widodo & Savova, 2021). 

This issue highlights the need for a principled approach that ensures materials are not only linguistically accurate 

but also engaging, contextually relevant, and responsive to learners’ cognitive and social development (Tomlinson, 

2011).  

Learners' cognitive and social development includes key milestones in thinking, emotional regulation, 

and interaction, which guide the design of engaging and relevant language materials. Brian Tomlinson's principles, 

based on SLA research, highlight the importance of providing clear, engaging input, tasks that engage both the 

mind and emotions, and fostering learner independence. Materials should suit different learning styles (e.g., visual, 

kinesthetic), be relevant, and support social interaction, helping learners develop high-level skills and emotional 

engagement. 

Theoretically, this study was grounded in key perspectives on materials development and learning. 

Tomlinson emphasized the importance of meaningful input, learner engagement, and opportunities for authentic 

language use (Tomlinson, 2011), while Vygotsky’s concept of the Zone of Proximal Development underlined the 

role of scaffolding in supporting learner progression (Vygotsky, 1978). In addition, recent educational policies 

such as the Merdeka Curriculum in Indonesia have emphasized student autonomy, critical thinking, and character 

education as central goals of learning (Kementerian Pendidikan, Kebudayaan, Riset, dan Teknologi, 2022). These 

developments require teaching materials to be flexible, inclusive, and learner-centered, integrating both 

mailto:%20nurulazizaaahhh123@email.com


Nurul Azizah1  (2026). Lingedu Jurnal Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Unismuh. Vol. 2(1) PP. 98-101 

  
 
 

         99 

pedagogical and technological dimensions (Kohnke & Moorhouse, 2021). However, the absence of a structured 

framework that integrates these theoretical and curricular aspects remains a significant gap in current practice 

(Widodo & Savova, 2021). 

Based on this problem, this study proposed the development of a principled framework for materials 

development that integrates theoretical foundations with curriculum demands and contextual considerations 

(Richards, 2021). The framework was designed to guide educators and material developers in creating, selecting, 

and adapting instructional materials systematically (Tomlinson, 2011). Therefore, the objective of this study was 

to develop a comprehensive and practical framework that supports the creation of effective, inclusive, and 

contextually appropriate language learning materials in contemporary educational contexts (Kohnke & 

Moorhouse, 2021). 

 

2. METHOD 

This study employed a qualitative descriptive approach to develop a principled framework for language 

materials development. The data were collected through document analysis, focusing on relevant literature and 

official curriculum documents. The data sources included books, journal articles, and theoretical works on 

materials development, such as Tomlinson’s principles, as well as educational theories like Vygotsky’s Zone of 

Proximal Development. In addition, policy documents related to the Merdeka Curriculum issued by the Indonesian 

Ministry of Education were analyzed to ensure alignment with current educational practices and national standards. 

The data were analyzed using a thematic analysis approach. The researchers identified and categorized 

key concepts and recurring themes from the selected sources, such as authenticity, learner engagement, 

scaffolding, formative assessment, inclusivity, and technology integration. These themes were then synthesized to 

construct a coherent and structured framework for materials development. The analysis also involved comparing 

and integrating multiple perspectives to ensure the validity and relevance of the framework within the Indonesian 

educational context. 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Results The results of this study showed that the development of a principled framework for materials 

development successfully produced a comprehensive and structured model that integrates theoretical foundations, 

curriculum demands, and practical classroom needs. The framework consisted of several core principles, namely 

authenticity, learner engagement, contextual and cultural relevance, linguistic appropriateness, scaffolding, 

formative assessment, technology integration, and inclusivity. These principles were systematically organized to 

guide the processes of designing, selecting, adapting, and evaluating instructional materials. The findings indicated 

that materials developed based on this framework were not only aligned with learning objectives but also capable 

of supporting meaningful language use and promoting learner autonomy. This finding is consistent with Tomlinson 

(2011), who emphasized that effective materials should expose learners to authentic input and engage them both 

cognitively and affectively. In addition, recent studies have highlighted that well-designed materials contribute 

significantly to learner motivation and communicative competence (Widodo & Savova, 2021). The flexibility of 

the framework also supported differentiated learning, which aligns with the principles of the Merdeka Curriculum 

that prioritize student-centered learning and adaptability. 
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Furthermore, the results revealed that the integration of scaffolding and formative assessment played a 

crucial role in enhancing learning effectiveness. Scaffolding elements such as guided instructions, model texts, 

and structured tasks enabled learners to gradually develop their language skills. This finding supports Vygotsky’s 

(1978) theory of the Zone of Proximal Development, which states that learners can achieve higher levels of 

understanding with appropriate support. Similarly, the inclusion of formative assessment such as self-reflection, 

peer feedback, and continuous evaluation encouraged learners to monitor their own progress and improve their 

performance. Black and Wiliam (2018) argued that formative assessment is a powerful tool to enhance student 

learning by providing ongoing feedback and opportunities for improvement. In addition, the integration of 

technology in materials, including digital platforms and interactive media, increased learner engagement and 

participation, which is in line with recent research emphasizing the role of technology in fostering active and 

autonomous learning (Kohnke & Moorhouse, 2021). 

The discussion of these findings demonstrated that the developed framework effectively addressed the 

initial problem of the lack of systematic guidance in materials development. By integrating established theories 

with contemporary educational demands, the framework ensured that materials were both pedagogically sound 

and contextually relevant. The emphasis on authenticity and meaningful interaction supported natural language 

acquisition, as suggested by Larsen-Freeman (2000), who highlighted the importance of meaningful 

communication in language learning. Moreover, the inclusion of cultural relevance ensured that materials were 

relatable to learners’ backgrounds, which has been identified as a key factor in improving comprehension and 

engagement (Widodo & Savova, 2021). Inclusivity was also an important component, as materials were designed 

to accommodate diverse learner needs and promote equitable learning opportunities. 

Finally, the findings contributed to existing knowledge by extending previous theories into a more 

practical and contextually grounded framework. While earlier studies primarily focused on theoretical aspects, this 

study integrated those theories with real classroom needs, including learner diversity, curriculum flexibility, and 

technological advancement. The framework provided clear and adaptable guidelines for educators and material 

developers, supporting the creation of high-quality instructional materials. Therefore, this study not only reinforced 

the importance of a principled approach in materials development but also offered a comprehensive model that 

can be implemented in various educational contexts to enhance the effectiveness, inclusivity, and relevance of 

language learning materials. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

This study concluded that the development of a principled framework for materials development 

effectively addressed the problem of the lack of systematic guidance in designing instructional materials. The 

findings demonstrated that integrating key theoretical foundations with curriculum demands resulted in a 

comprehensive framework that ensures materials are pedagogically sound, contextually relevant, and learner-

centered. The framework answered the research problem by providing clear principles such as authenticity, 

scaffolding, formative assessment, inclusivity, and technology integration that guide the process of developing, 

selecting, and adapting materials. As a result, the framework supports meaningful language learning, promotes 

learner autonomy, and aligns with the goals of the Merdeka Curriculum, particularly in fostering critical thinking 

and student engagement. 
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Based on these findings, several practical suggestions can be proposed. For teachers, it is recommended 

to apply the principles of the framework when designing or adapting teaching materials in order to enhance student 

engagement and learning outcomes. For material developers and curriculum designers, the framework can be used 

as a guideline to ensure consistency, quality, and relevance in instructional resources across different contexts. For 

educational institutions and policymakers, it is suggested to support the implementation of principled materials 

development through training programs and professional development initiatives. Additionally, future researchers 

are encouraged to implement and test this framework in real classroom settings to evaluate its effectiveness and 

refine its application in diverse educational environments. 
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