Youth Apathy in Political Contest: A Case Study in the 2020 Gowa Regency Head Election
 

Nur Riswandy Marsuki 1), Shermina Oruh 2), Andi Agustang 3)
1) Postgraduate Doctoral Degree in Sociology Universitas Negeri Makassar
2) Universitas Pejuang Republik Indonesia
3) Universitas Negeri Makassar
Corresponding Author: Nur Riswandy Marsuki, Email: riswandymarsuki91@gmail.com 

	Article History: Received 11/11/2021 | Revised 07/12/2021 | Accepted 04/01/2022

	
Abstract. This study examines the political apathy that plagues youth in Gowa Regency. Political apathy is an indifference and lack of interest in politics. This research was conducted to explore the causes of apathy and alternative solutions to these problems. The apathy that afflicts young people is a serious problem that must be solved. This is because they have intellectual capital that can create social change for the better. This change can occur if youth actively participate in each stage of the contestation. The research used is qualitative research with a case study approach. Informants were selected by purposive sampling, consisting of elements of youth organizations, apathetic youth groups and the government. Collecting data through document studies, observation, in depth interviews, focus group discussions and documentation. Analysis uses the Miles and Huberman model, namely data reduction, data presentation and conclusion drawing. The results show that the causes of youth apathy towards politics include the lack of knowledge of the position of youth in development, a bad political image, the influence of the family/friendship environment and the contestants are only followed by one pair of candidates. Then alternative solutions that can be done to minimize apathy are to increase education or community-based political socialization and strengthen youth organizations as a forum for youth to develop themselves.
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Abstrak. Penelitian ini mengkaji tentang apatisme politik yang melanda pemuda di Kabupaten Gowa. Apatisme politik merupakan sifat acuh tak acuh serta tidak memiliki ketertarikan terhadap politik. Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk menggali penyebab apatisme dan solusi alternatif atas permasalahan tersebut. Apatisme yang menimpa kaum muda merupakan persoalan serius yang harus ditemukan solusinya. Pasalnya, mereka memiliki modal intelektual yang dapat menciptakan perubahan sosial ke arah yang lebih baik. Perubahan ini dapat terjadi jika pemuda berpartisipasi aktif dalam setiap tahapan kontestasi. Penelitian yang digunakan adalah penelitian kualitatif dengan pendekatan studi kasus. Informan dipilih secara purposive sampling, terdiri dari unsur organisasi kepemudaan, kelompok pemuda apatis dan pihak pemerintah. Pengumpulan data melalui studi dokumen, observasi, in depth interview, focus group discussion dan dokumentasi. Analisis data menggunakan model Miles dan Huberman yakni reduksi data,  penyajian data dan penarikan kesimpulan.Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penyebab apatisme pemuda terhadap politik diantaranya masih lemahnya pengetahuan atas posisi pemuda dalam pembangunan, citra politik yang buruk, pengaruh lingkungan keluarga/pertemanan dan kontestan hanya diikuti oleh satu pasang calon. Kemudian solusi alternatif yang dapat dilakukan untuk  meminimalisir apatisme yakni, memassifkan pendidikan atau sosialisasi politik berbasis komunitas dan penguatan organisasi kepemudaan sebagai wadah bagi pemuda untuk mengembangkan dirinya.
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INTRODUCTION
A youthful soul is a spirited soul, a soul that has moodbooster ammunition (Acuña-Duarte, 2017). The hallmark of a young man is his fiery spirit. A young man physically has more strength than his age (Henn, Weinstein, & Wring, 2002). Therefore, youth are included in the productive age. The age of youth is limited to the age range of 16-30 years as stated in Article 1 of Law Number 40 of 2009 concerning Youth. Along with youth services, it is directed to increase the participation and active role of youth in building themselves, society, nation and state (Nur Wardhani, 2018). Youth participation in social, cultural, legal, economic and political fields. However, not a few youths are out of the normative signs of Law No. 40 of 2009 on Youth (Al Faza, Lestari, & Abstrak, 2020). Youth is indicated to be indifferent, indifferent, not caring to the point of understanding apathy (Oyedemi & Mahlatji, 2016).
Apathy is the indifference of an individual in which youth do not have special attention or interest in certain aspects which according to include aspects of physical, emotional, and social life (Zulfikar & Nasrul, 2019). Not paying attention to the above aspects intersect with other areas of social life such as social, cultural and political fields (Lestari & Arumsari, 2018). Apathy in politics is meant as a lack of sympathy and empathy for matters of power, elections. This apathy affects 2 (two) dimensions, namely attitudes and behavior. Apathy can be in the form of disinterest in politics, distrust of political institutions and unwillingness to participate (Sarfaraz & Khalid, 2014). Without the desire to participate, youth will miss a great opportunity to improve their skills in participating in politics (Nurgiansah, 2021) (Bastedo, Dougherty, LeDuc, Rudny, & Sommers, 2012).
Youth who do not participate in politics will have difficulty in acquiring the skills to participate in politics as adults do today (Henn et al., 2002). In addition, youth also find it difficult to adapt their lifestyle and work to political education in the old way and also youth feel that politics is not sustainable with their daily lives. They are more interested in informal forms of politics such as politics with social issues  (Al Faza et al., 2020).
There are several reasons why youth are not interested in politics, among others, as stated by Etnel that today's youth are apathetic youth. Their knowledge of politics is very little compared to the youth of the previous generation (Zulfikar & Nasrul, 2019). Similarly, Marsh and Jones stated that youth are less involved in the political system because youth are still young, while perspectives and concerns in politics are not represented so they feel that youth cannot influence politics, including in making regulations and decision making (Parawansa, 2020).
Talking about youth and politics is not something new to be discussed. History records the various roles of youth in Indonesian national politics. Then it was emphasized that in the long history of the country, the role of youth in Indonesian politics has experienced a dialectic with the various sociocultural contexts it faces (Hikmah, 2019), long before Indonesia's independence, youth had shown high political participation as a manifestation of the desire to free themselves from the shackles of colonialism and western imperialism (Andrew Chauke, 2020).
The simultaneous regional head elections in 2020 are a test of Indonesian politics. This simultaneous local election event involved 270 regions. The details are 9 provinces, 224 regencies, and 37 cities. There are 12 (twelve) regencies/cities in South Sulawesi Province which will re-elect regional heads for the next 5 (five) years. Quoted from the South Sulawesi KPU data, the 12 regencies or cities in South Sulawesi holding the 2020 Pilkada are Makassar, Barru, Bulukumba, East Luwu, North Luwu, Maros, Pangkajene and Islands, Selayar Islands, Tana Toraja, North Toraja, Soppeng and Gowa. Based on the results of the open plenary recapitulation and determination of the permanent voter lists (DPT) for the simultaneous regional elections in 12 regencies/cities totaling 3,390,233 voters. Consisting of 1,653,200 male voters and 1,737,033 female voters. The highest DPT was in Makassar City with 901,087 voters, followed by Gowa Regency with 529,985 voters (Gowa KPU Data).
The simultaneous regional elections in 2020 are a historic political contestation. The contestation that was held this year was the first to be held in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, so on the other hand there were many challenges in organizing the election contestation. Especially in the implementation of strict health protocols. The closest impact is that the potential for the Pilkada cluster for Covid-19 patients has great potential (Nurgiansah, 2021). This simultaneous local election is also an evaluation for the organizers in increasing the level of citizen participation. In particular, participation in distributing voting rights at polling stations (TPS). Distribution of voting rights is a quantitatively measurable level of participation (Marsuki, 2015).
One of the areas that will hold simultaneous regional elections in South Sulawesi is Gowa Regency. An area that has a long history in the political arena of South Sulawesi. The political dynamics in Gowa Regency, which are quite dynamic and full of surprises, are the main attraction. Geographically, this area is in the spotlight because it is directly adjacent to and is a buffer from Makassar City. Then the political events in this area are very interesting. Especially in the Simultaneous Pilkada in 2020, Gowa Regency was only followed by one pair of candidates. The incumbent pair Adnan Purrichta Ichsan and Abd. Rauf Malaganni will face an empty box.
The level of public participation in exercising their right to vote in the 2015 Gowa Pilkada is decreasing (Marsuki, 2015). The results of the data recapitulation conducted by the Regional General Election Commission (KPUD) of Gowa recorded only 67% of the total 558,910 Permanent Voters List (DPT) in the 2015 simultaneous elections. From the previous target mutually agreed upon by the organizers, it was 80%. Meanwhile, in the 2019 Simultaneous elections, Gowa Regency again did not reach the target voter turnout, which was 77.5%. The participation rate achieved was at 76.41% of the total 556,814 voters. The total number of voters in Gowa Regency who exercised their voting rights was 425,442 voters.
Based on the participation rate of the 2015 and 2019 regional elections in Gowa district, it shows that things are not going well. Community involvement in the contest shows a downward trend. Likewise for some youths, when facing a party there are those who decide not to take a stand (Dahl et al., 2018). This means that youth are reluctant to participate and tend towards apathy in the ongoing political process (Amalia & Gemilar, 2020). Even though one vote can determine the fate of the region in the future. The purpose of this study is to examine the political apathy that plagues youth in Gowa Regency. Then to reveal the causes of apathy and alternative solutions to these problems.

RESEARCH METHODS
This research uses a qualitative method with a case study approach. Qualitative methodology is a procedure that produces descriptive data in the form of written or oral data in the community (Moleong, 2002). Determination of informants in the study using purposive sampling technique. This technique includes people who are selected on the basis of certain criteria made by researchers based on research objectives. The informants taken consisted of elements of youth organizations, apathetic youth groups and the government. Collecting data through document studies, observation, in-depth interviews, focus group discussions and documentation. Interviews were conducted in several places such as coffee shops, cafes and the secretariat of youth organizations. The data analysis carried out refers to the model proposed by Miles and Huberman. The stages of data analysis start from data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusions.

DISCUSSION
One of the successes in holding a democratic party is measured by the level of political participation. Youth as a symbol of an area's civilization is expected to be the source and driver of this participation. However, in Gowa Regency there are still some youths who show an indifferent attitude and do not care about the stages of regional head elections. The causes of youth apathy towards politics in the youth body according to the results of this study are as follows :

Weak Knowledge of the Position of Youth in Development
Youth is an individual who when viewed physically is experiencing development and psychologically is experiencing emotional development, so that youth are human resources for development both now and in the future. As a candidate for the next generation who will replace the previous generation (Nawawi et al., 2020). Youth is the successor to the struggle of the previous generation to realize the ideals of the nation. Youth is the hope of every progress in a nation, Youth is expected to be able to change people's views of a nation and become the foundation of previous generations to develop a nation with ideas or ideas that are knowledgeable, broad insight, and based on values. and norms prevailing in society (Marsuki, Ismail, & Mukramin, 2019).
Surbakti mentions two important variables that influence a person's level of political participation (Amalia & Gemilar, 2020). First, the aspect of political awareness of the government (political system). Political awareness is awareness of the rights and obligations of citizens. For example, political rights, economic rights, legal protection rights, economic obligations and social obligations. Second, it concerns how to evaluate and know about government policies and government implementation. Youth's knowledge of politics greatly influences their attitude towards politics itself. If the knowledge is limited to weak then the potential for apathy is so great.
The knowledge obtained by adolescents and young people is initially limited to the results of observations of natural phenomena, society, and culture and then increases with the knowledge gained from the results of their thoughts. The same applies to knowledge about politics and regional development. General knowledge about elections and the role of youth is still limited (Andrew Chauke, 2020). The election of regional heads is simply known as choosing the regent/deputy regent. Involvement is only for those who work in that field. Youth is not included in this section.
In Gowa Regency, it was found that young people became apathetic towards politics because there was still a lack of knowledge about politics itself. Politics is only known as a means of electing regional heads, DPRD members, presidents and village heads. Apart from the others, young people still lack other information. Knowledge of something is the main trigger of interest in something (Aviani, 2020). Similar to politics, more broadly, politics is not just a matter of electoral votes. But also from another dimension, politics is a tool for making improvements and evaluating development.
Bad Political Image
Political image is a self-image that a politician or certain group wants to show (Nur Wardhani, 2018). Recently, the political image is often discussed. Talks about political image are getting hotter in line with the incessant political campaigns carried out by the candidate pairs for regent and deputy regent. Despite being a single candidate, the team's movement was massive. Almost all mass communication spaces are filled with campaign props containing taglines and selling work programs.
The researcher finds that the political image of Gowa that has been so developed is described with negative/bad perceptions. For some youth groups who do not take part, they think that the image or face of today's politics is bad. This is obtained through experience and observations from various democratic parties that have passed. Then influenced by the political actors involved. Both the contestants themselves, political party administrators to the success teams/campaigns of the candidate pairs.
In theory Albacete says that youth's distrust of the government is also higher than that of adults (Bastedo et al., 2012). Youth are also less interested in politics and general issues. Youth knowledge about political institutions and democratic processes is also lacking because they are less interested in seeking political information and less willing to participate. In addition, the bad image of the political world continues to be internalized from time to time. In fact, youth are identified as the main figures in the performance and sustainability of the democratic system.

Influence of Family / Friendship Environment 
Family or more especially parents have a very important role in shaping individual political character from an early age, so that when individuals start growing up, individuals already have a mature and careful mindset to be able to make decisions and participate directly in the political realm (Ardiatma & Septina, 2019). This is reinforced by the statement from Almond, the socialization process that occurs in the family is always unidirectional where the experience of the family has an important influence on the political secondary structure (Nurgiansah, 2021). Likewise, the political attitude of Gowa youth depends on the power structure within their respective families.
As a determining factor, family or parents must be role models for individuals. Starting from the way of speaking, how to deal with problems, to the youth's interest in politics. The role of the family or parents in political education is to provide understanding to individuals about their rights and obligations, as well as responsibilities in the life of the nation and state. Until individuals grow up, individuals must have their own awareness of their rights and obligations as citizens. Such as their obligation to participate in general elections and the right of youth to channel their vote.
Budiarjo says that political events or events in general as well as those that befall individuals or groups of people, whether involving the political system or political instability, political promises from candidates for leaders or candidates for people's representatives that are never kept can affect the political behavior of the people (Amalia & Gemilar, 2020). Information on this political event was passed on by the family circle. For his family, in the past there were bad political incidents, it will be passed on to their children and families. If political events are positive, it will have an impact on participation. On the other hand, if the information provided tends to be a bad experience, distrust and uninvolvement in political contestation will build.
Similar to what has been expressed by Surbakti that the political attitudes of young people as well as their political choices, are influenced by the social environment and the political environment where long socialization takes place, there are various transfers of values in this group and social environment (Sarfaraz & Khalid, 2014). The social environment of young voters also provides various information related to the building of their cognition. This will later affect the political attitudes of young people and their political choices. The political choice of a candidate is greatly influenced by information on his social environment.

Contestants Are Only Followed By One Pair Of Candidates 
This year's Pilkada Kab. Gowa feels different. Besides being carried out in an atmosphere of Covid-19, it is also only followed by one pair of candidates. Based on the results of the determination by the Gowa KPUD, until the deadline for registration only one pair of candidates. The pair are incumbent Adnan Purrichta Ichsan and Abd Rauf Malaganni. The support of the majority of political parties in Gowa joined in it. This year's Pilkada residents of Gowa Regency were presented with something unusual. This incumbent pair will only be paired with an empty box. Of course victory is in hand. But it affects the psychology of voters. This single candidate phenomenon makes people's choices narrow to 2 (two) choices. For those who want the incumbent to return to power, they will re-elect Adnan Purrichta Ichsan and Abd. Rauf Malaganni. But on the other hand, they can choose an empty box and not channel their voting rights.
Among the youth of Gowa this single candidate phenomenon is influential. The involvement of youth in politics is reduced. Apathy is unavoidable. The youth considers that the Pilkada this time is different. This election is not interesting. Only one pair of candidates so not challenging. The end result is clear. Then the figures involved are not other people. The figures for the current election candidate pair are part of the Yasin Limpo clan that has been in power in Gowa Regency since 25 years ago. The track record is known. Both in terms of success and other oblique news. 
Then alternative solutions that can be done to minimize apathy are to increase education or community-based political socialization and strengthen youth organizations as a forum for youth to develop themselves (Acuña-Duarte, 2017). As a note for researchers, at the moment of election information on politics is very easy to find. Banners, meetings, political discussions are very lively. However, after the election, this is no longer the case. Political outreach and education were only intense at a time. The rest is not as massive as during the Pilkada season.
Apathy can certainly have a negative impact on several things, especially regarding political and economic issues. The impact is socially irresponsible / apathetic. This is as stated by Solmitz, passive, submissive and even numb, especially to matters relating to social, economic, environmental, and political issues (Oyedemi & Mahlatji, 2016). Symptoms of this apathy can be seen from the lack of awareness, concern and even social irresponsibility that can affect voting (Amalia & Gemilar, 2020). If it is related to the results of the research, it is in accordance with some of the youth of Gowa Regency indicated that they have a lack of awareness of their responsibilities as citizens who experience indifference to issues that continue to develop, especially regarding social, political, and economic issues.

CONCLUSION 
The results of the research and discussion that have been compiled by researchers, it can be concluded that political apathy is the indifference of an individual who does not have special attention or interest in politics. Youth in Gowa Regency, who are the continuation of the development relay, are not immune from apathy. Youth apathy towards politics in Gowa Regency is motivated by several factors, including weak knowledge of the position of youth in development, bad political image, influence of family/friendship environment and contestants are only followed by one pair of candidates. Then alternative solutions that can be done to minimize apathy are to increase education or community-based political socialization and strengthen youth organizations as a forum for youth to develop themselves. This political education and socialization is not only carried out during the regional head election stage. However, it must be done after the democratic party ends.
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