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ABSTRACT

This study examines the integration of Toraja cultural elements in the sentence writing of English
Education students at UKI Toraja. Using a quantitative descriptive analysis with 56 participants, the
research utilized a questionnaire to evaluate engagement with local cultural aspects. The results show
a significant incorporation of traditional food and natural landscapes, which received mean scores of
59 and 63, respectively, indicating students’ appreciation for their heritage and enhancing their identity
through sensory experiences. However, cultural expressions such as Londe/Pantun and the Rambu
Tuka’ ceremony were less represented, with mean scores of 41 and 52, revealing gaps in students’
familiarity and confidence. These findings highlight the need for educational initiatives that encourage
the exploration of underrepresented cultural elements, thereby enriching student narratives and
providing a more comprehensive portrayal of Toraja culture. Expanding curricular approaches to
include diverse expressions of local heritage can improve writing skills and strengthen cultural
connections among students.
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INTRODUCTION

Writing is an essential component of the educational process when it comes to learning
English, especially for students enrolled in postsecondary education (Dysthe, 2007; Miller,
2021). The ability of a learner to construct grammatically correct and coherent sentences is a
useful indicator of English proficiency. Sentence writing proficiency and overall English
proficiency are significantly correlated, according to research; students who perform well in
writing also typically exhibit improved speaking and reading comprehension skills. According
to (Yuningsih & Astuti, 2019), students who possess strong sentence construction skills are
more likely to interact with complex texts more successfully and express their ideas clearly.
This connection emphasizes how crucial writing skills are for helping readers understand more
complex ideas presented in paragraphs or essays.

Furthermore, it has been demonstrated that involving students in sentence writing
exercises in the classroom improves their vocabulary growth and comprehension as well as
their knowledge of grammar and sentence structure. These kinds of exercises also help people
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develop their own writing styles so they can express themselves clearly (Hendrawaty et al.,
2018; Sunarti, 2019). Furthermore, these activities foster effective communication (E. Sari et
al., 2021; R. Sari, 2020), the development of critical thinking abilities (Pujiono, 2012), and
reflective practices concerning students’ comprehension of the English language (Rahmah,
2017). Additionally, students can improve the overall quality of their written work, clearly
express their ideas, and methodically organize information through sentence writing exercises
(Septiyantono, 2014; Zulfa, 2018).

However, preliminary observations of the learning process show that well-formed
sentence construction remains a major challenge for students in UKI Toraja's English
Education study program (PBI). These students usually have trouble understanding sentence
structure, organizing ideas systematically, and using grammar and vocabulary correctly.
Effective paragraphs are characterized as coherent groups of sentences based on a single topic
sentence or thesis statement. Prior research has shown that students frequently make mistakes
when writing paragraphs (Sallata, 2018). It is essential that students understand the basic rules

of sentence construction in order to write accurate and cohesive paragraphs.
METHOD

This study employed quantitative descriptive analysis, a methodological approach that
uses numerical data to describe a population's traits or behaviors. In order to find patterns,
trends, or relationships, this kind of research focuses on quantifying the data gathered through
a variety of methods, including surveys, experiments, and observational studies. The
questionnaire was used within 15 items (X1-X15), from the frequency Never to always with a
score of 1 to 5. Also, the participants were 56 students of the English Education Study Program
of UKI Toraja. To analyze the data the score was counted by taking the mean score and the

percentage of each item.
RESULTS

The findings are presented in the figure below and it was taken with a questionnaire and

then analyzed by mean score and percentage of each item.
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(%3}
FREQUENCY
Never 18 14 10 E) 24 9 5 13 7 10 14 14 14 8 12
Seldomn 16 22 16 17 14 10 8 17 14 18 11 16 12 13 ]
Sometimes 15 13 15 12 1z 15 19 18 18 1z 16 19 14 15 25
Often 4 3 E) 16 3 18 17 [ 11 13 13 3 ] 16 8
Always 3 4 6 2 3 4 [ 2 s 3 2 1 7 4 2
Total
56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56 56
PERCENTAGE (%)
MEAN 45 46 55 55 a1 59 63 48 58 53 52 a7 54 58 53
Never 32 25 18 16 a3 16 1 23 13 18 25 25 25 14 21
Seldorn 29 39 L] 30 25 18 14 30 25 32 20 29 21 23 16
Sometimes 27 23 27 21 21 27 34 3z 34 21 29 34 25 27 a5
Often 7 5 16 29 5 32 30 11 20 23 23 11 16 29 14
Always 5 7 11 4 5 7 1 4 9 5 4 2 13 7 4
Total
Percentage 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

The study investigating the integration of Toraja cultural elements in the sentence
writing of 56 participants from the English Education Study Program at UKI Toraja
demonstrates significant incorporation of local cultural features, particularly traditional food
and natural beauty. Traditional food received the highest mean score of 59, suggesting that
students frequently engage with descriptions of flavors and cooking methods, which reflects a
strong appreciation for Toraja's culinary heritage and fosters a connection to their culture
through sensory experiences. Additionally, the natural landscapes were highly rated, with a
mean score of 63, highlighting their importance as a source of inspiration for descriptive
writing. This enduring focus on food and nature aligns with a broader trend in cultural
narratives, where writers utilize their environmental context to enrich storytelling. In contrast,
cultural expressions such as Londe/Pantun and the atmosphere of the Rambu Tuka’ ceremony
were less frequently incorporated, with mean scores of 41 and 52, respectively. This suggests
that while some respondents recognize the significance of these traditional forms, they may
lack the confidence to include them in their narratives. The limited representation of the Rambu
Tuka’ ceremony indicates a gap in familiarity, thereby presenting opportunities for educational
enhancement. Promoting the exploration of these less utilized cultural elements could enrich

student writing, leading to a more comprehensive portrayal of Toraja culture.
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DISCUSSION

The findings from the study on the integration of Toraja cultural elements in the
sentence writing of 56 participants from the English Education Study Program at UKI Toraja
reveal a notable engagement with local cultural aspects, particularly traditional food and natural
beauty. Traditional food received the highest mean score of 59, indicating that students
frequently describe flavors and cooking methods in their writing. This strong emphasis on
culinary heritage suggests a deep appreciation for Toraja's rich food culture, enabling students
to connect with their identity through sensory experiences. Research supports the idea that food
can serve as a powerful medium for cultural expression, enriching narratives and fostering a
sense of belonging (Henderson, 2018; R. Sari, 2022; Siumarlata & Ratu Tandi Arrang, 2023)
Moreover, the high mean score of 63 for the natural landscapes signifies their role as a
significant source of inspiration for descriptive writing, reflecting a broader trend in cultural
narratives where writers draw upon their surroundings to enhance storytelling (Mason, P., &
Cheyne, 2019; Yulianti, 2023).

In contrast, the study identified cultural expressions such as Londe/Pantun and the
atmosphere of the Rambu Tuka’ ceremony as less frequently incorporated, with mean scores
of 41 and 52, respectively. This suggests that while some respondents value these traditional
forms, they may lack the confidence or familiarity to integrate them into their narratives
effectively. The underrepresentation of the Rambu Tuka’ ceremony, which is rich in cultural
significance, indicates a gap in exposure and understanding, presenting opportunities for
educational enhancement (Rizal, 2021; Siumarlata & Ratu Tandi Arrang, 2023; Suharto, 2020).
Encouraging students to explore these less frequently utilized cultural elements could deepen
their writing and contribute to a more nuanced portrayal of Toraja culture (Siumarlata & Ratu
Tandi Arrang, 2023; Tan, 2019). Integrating these elements into writing curricula can help
foster a greater appreciation for cultural heritage and promote a more comprehensive
understanding of the diverse expressions within Toraja's cultural landscape (Kurniawan, 2021;
Prasetyo, 2022; Siumarlata & Ratu Tandi Arrang, 2023). Ultimately, expanding the range of
cultural expressions represented in student writing will enrich their narratives and enhance their

connection to their heritage.
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CONCLUSION

The study on the incorporation of Toraja cultural elements in the writing of English
Education students at UKI Toraja reveals a strong engagement with local cultural aspects,
particularly traditional food and natural landscapes. The high mean scores for traditional
cuisine (59) and natural beauty (63) suggest that students often include these elements in their
writing, reflecting a deep appreciation for their cultural heritage. This connection fosters a

greater sense of identity and belonging through sensory experiences.

In the other hand, the limited inclusion of other cultural expressions, such as
Londe/Pantun and the Rambu Tuka’ ceremony, indicates gaps in students' familiarity and
confidence. With mean scores of 41 and 52, respectively, these elements are less frequently
represented in student narratives. This highlights the need for educational initiatives that

promote the exploration and integration of a broader range of cultural elements in writing.

Encouraging the inclusion of these underrepresented cultural aspects can enhance
students’ narratives and provide a more comprehensive representation of Toraja culture. By
expanding curricular approaches to include diverse expressions of local heritage, educators can
enrich students' writing and strengthen their cultural connections, ultimately fostering a deeper

understanding of their cultural identity.
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