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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to find out what challenges were faced by EFL students at the
English Department Muhammadiyah University of Makassar in their grammatical
knowledge.This research used descriptive quantitative. The population of this research
was the fourth semester of the English Department Muhammadiyah University of
Makassar. The sample or the subject of this research was 50 students taken by accidental
sampling technique. The researcher used the questionnaire as the instrument of this
research.The result showed that challenges were mostly found by the students in
developing their grammatical knowledge were: do not know how to organize the
sentences to be a good paragraph, lack of self-confident, lack of vocabularies, lack of
tenses and the biggest challenges were learning environment was too crowded, limited of
time and lack of facilities.
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INTRODUCTION

Learning English as a foreign language became more challenging, not only
for the learners but also for the educators. Akbari (2015) says that “Teaching
English as a foreign language is one of the obstacles task in developing countries
in general. In this modern era the English language became a more important
aspect to be mastered by some people, especially in the whole world of education
and also in the whole world of work, English is the most commonly used after the
local language itself. Nowadays in the whole world of communication, the
situation sometimes forced us able to speak English fluently. That is why English
language becomes very important to be learnt, to be able to speak English
properly there are several aspects that should be learnt not only about major skills
(speaking, listening, writing and reading) but minor skills (vocabulary, structure
and grammar) also became more important aspects to be mastered.

Grammar is one of minor skill in English. Grammar became one of the
most crucial aspects in learning English. This also supported by Dewi (2014) says
that “grammar becomes one of the parts that is important when we study English

It cannot be separated from English itself’. Many people think that knowledge of
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grammar is not truly important to be mastered when we want to speak English.
They think that without knowing the of grammar we still able to speak English
and they think that it is okay if we lack knowledge of grammar as long as we can
speak English and the other side are understand what we are talking about. Yeah,
that is true, but be able to speak English fluently by using grammar accurately was
better and absolutely it appreciated more.

According to Mishra (2010), she stated that there are many factors faced
by the students in learning grammar. Teaching method is one of those factors. So
the misunderstanding of students because of some teacher find difficulties in
teaching grammar. The other one is how the students learn grammar itself.
Meanwhile, Al-Mekhlafi and Nagaratnam (2011), stated that it has been to be a
problem for students to communicate fluently. From those statements above we
can see that grammar still become a big problem in teaching and learning English
as a foreign language, not only for the students but also for the teachers. Some
students get stuck in English because lacking knowledge of grammar. That is why
some questions appeared in my mind “Why learning grammar becomes more
challenging than others, is it the students' fault or is there something wrong which
done by the teacher in teaching grammar?. Because of those questions, the
researcher tends to know more about what are the challenges faced by the EFL
students in the grammatical knowledge.Formulate the research questions as
follow:What challenges are faced by EFL students in grammatical knowledge at

the English Department Muhammadiyah University of Makassar?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Concept of Grammar

Coghill et.al (2003), stated that grammar is the way how the words are put
together in the sentences that have corrects structured and meaning.

Similar to the Coghill and Magendanz, Swan (2005), stated that grammar is
the rules that show how words are combined, arranged, or altered to show certain
kinds of meaning.

According to Ur (1988), grammar is categorize by manipulating and
combining words so that longer units of meaning can be formed. She mentions

that grammar is a crucial thing in learning any language.
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According to the experts above, it can be concluded that grammar is the way

to organize words by words to be good senrence and where the sentences are

combined to be a good paragraph.

The Importance of Grammar.

Muhsin (2015) stated that there are some advantages of studying grammar,

those were:

a.
b.

Grammar is a fundamental part of preparing for examinations.

Excellent grammar makes someone be good listener, interpreter, reader
and author.

Excellent grammar builds up our style.

Logic and reasoning.

Challenges in Developing Grammar

According to Yusof (2018) findings, there are several difficulties that faced

by the English lecturer in teaching grammar, those were:

a.
b.
C.
d.
e.

Students’ needs

Experience

Facilities

Perceptions

Expectations of the English lecturers

According to Akbari (2016) findings, there are some problems that face by

the EFL students in Iran in learning English grammar, those were:

a.
b.

C.

o

Lack of motivation

Living in rural which lack of facilities

Limited vocabulary knowledge

Weakness in recognizing the grammatical function of different parts of
a sentence esp. in complex/compound sentences

Do not know how to learn English.
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METHOD

Data Analysis

Exposure Journal 161

In analysing the collected data, the researcher applied Likert scale scoring to

know the students challenges in grammatical knowledge. After that, Computing

the frequency of the rate percentage of the students’ score by using the percentage

system. The next step the researcher calculating the students' mean score from the

questionnaire items.

Findings
Table 1. Likert Scale Questionnaire
No Challenges Likert scale Total of | Perce
SA A U D SD | Frequen | ntage
cy (%)
1. |1 have challenges in developing | 20 15 3 10 2 50 100
grammatical knowledge.
2. | Difficult to organize the sentences. 9 19 13 7 2 50 100
3. | Afraid of being judged 11 22 5 7 5 10 100
4. | Panic when the lecturer asks me to | 7 10 15 16 2 50 100
make English sentences by using a
proper structure or grammar.
5. | Not confident in making sentence. 17 8 10 10 5 50 100
6. | Lack of vocabulary. 20 17 7 5 1 50 100
7. | Do not know how to distinguish the | 25 11 6 5 3 50 100
use of all tenses in English.
8. | Lack of motivation. 10 10 7 20 3 50 100
9. | Pressured when atending the | 7 10 15 11 7 50 100
grammar class.
10. | Grammar is a big challenge in | 15 20 4 7 4 50 100
learning English.
11. | The atmosphere in the class influent | 25 5 7 6 7 50 100
to the students' mood.
12. | Lecturers’ explanation is difficult to | 10 5 |20 10 5 50 100
be understood.
13. | Learning environment is too noisy. 40 5 1 4 0 50 100
14. | Lack of facilities. 35 5 2 7 1 50 100
15. | Limited of time. 26 17 4 1 2 50 100

The first result showed that there were 50 students respond “I am difficult in

learning English because I don’t know how to organize the sentences’’. The result

indicates 9 students or 18% of students who strongly agree and 19 or 38%

students agreed with the statement. 13 or 26% students were answered undecided,
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7 or 14% students whose answered disagree and 2 or 4% students strongly
disagree with the statement.

The second result showed that there were 50 students respond “I feel worry
if the other students will laugh at me when | make a mistake in making English
sentences . The result indicates 11 or 22% students whose answered strongly
agree with the statement, 22 or 44% students answered agree and 5 or 10%
students were undecided with the statement. Meanwhile, there were 7 or 14%
students whose answered disagree and 5 or 10% of students strongly disagree. It
showed that most of the students still afraid of being judged.

The third result showed that there were 50 students respond “My vocabulary
is minimal; therefore I have difficulties in making sentences”. The result from the
questionnaire indicates that there were 20 or 40 % students whose answered
strongly agree, 17 or 34% students whose answered agree and 7 or 14% students
answered undecided. Meanwhile, there were only 5 or 10% students disagree and
1 or 2% student strongly disagree with the statement. It showed that there were 37
or 74% from 50 or 100% students still lack vocabularies, so they cannot make
good sentences or paragraph in English.

There were 50 students respond “I don’t know how to distinguish the use of
all tenses in English”. The result indicates that there were 25 or 50% students
whose answered strongly agree, 11 or 22% students answered agree, 6 or 12%
students answered undecided, 5 or 10% students whose answered disagree and
there were 3 or 6% students answered strongly disagree. It can be concluded, that
there were many students did not know how to distinguish the use of all tenses in
English.

There were 50 students respond “The atmosphere in the class makeS me
bored in learning grammar”. The result indicates that there were 25 or 50%
students answered strongly agree, 5 or 10% students whose answered agree, 7 or
14% students answered undecided, 6 or 12% students were answered disagree and
7 or 14% students whose answered strongly disagree. It meant most of the
students agree with the statement.

There were 50 students respond “My learning environment is too noisy so
that I cannot learning grammar properly”. The result from questionnaire

indicates that there were 40 or 80% students whose answered strongly agree, 5 or
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10% students whose answered agree, 1 or 2% student answered undecided, and 4
or 8% students whose answered disagree. There was no student who answered
strongly disagree. It meant learning environment became one of the biggest
challenges in grammatical knowledge for EFL students at English Department
Muhammadiyah University of Makassar.

There were 50 students respond “I have no enough facilities in learning
grammar”. The result fro questionnaire indicates that there were 35 or 70%
students answered strongly agree, 5 or 10% students whose answered agree, 2 or
4% students answered undecided. Meanwhile, there were 7 or 14% students
whose answered disagree and there was only 1 or 2% student who answered
strongly disagree. It meant limited of facilities became one of big challenges in
grammatical knowledge for EFL students at English Department Muhammadiyah
University of Makassar.

There were 50 students respond “My time is very limited in learning
grammar”. The result indicates that there were 26 or 52% students answered
strongly agree, 17 or 34% students whose answered agree, 4 or 8% students who
answered undecided. Meanwhile,1 or 2% student answered disagree and 2 or 4%
students who answered strongly disagree. It meant limited of time also became
one of the biggest challenges in grammatical knowledge for EFL students at

English Department Muhammadiyah University of Makassar.
DISCUSSION

Based on the data analysis collected through questionnaire, it was found
that the majority of the students agree with the statements. There are some
challenges faced by the students in developing grammatical knowledge at

Muhammadiyah University of Makassar, those challenges can be seen as follow:

Not knowing how to make a good sentence

The first challenge that mostly faced by the students in developing their
grammatical knowledge is not knowing how to organize the word by word to be a
good sentence. Lack of knowledge of structure made the students hard to organize
the sentence to be a good paragraph.lt supported by the data from the

questionnaire and also supported by Muhsin (2015) said that without master the
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grammar we cannot be a good hearer, interpreter, reader and author. Words are

only words when we do not know how to make them have great meaning.

The learning environment was too crowded

The second challenge is most of the students agree with the statement of
learning environment is too noisy, so they cannot learn the grammar correctly.
This statement also supported by the researcher experience as the student at
Muhammadiyah University of Makassar, the researcher stated that place is too
crowded of people so we cannot learn properly. It also supported by Akbari
(2015) stated that the students not able to practice properly if the classes are too
crowded, they don’t know how to overcome the problem of language learning and

also they do not know how to communicate each other.

Lack of vocabularies

One of the biggest challenges faced by the students to develop their
grammatical knowledge is lack of vocabularies; it supported by the data from the
questionnaire result. Most of the problem faced by the student in learning English
including grammar is vocabulary, they didn’t know many vocabularies, so it can
make the students hard to express their ideas in English. It supported by Akbari
(2016) stated that limited vocabulary knowledge is one of the problems faced by

the EFL students at Iran in learning English grammar.

Lack of facilities

According to the questionnaire result, lack of facility and also lack of tenses
knowledge were the biggest challenges faced by the EFL students at English
Department of Muhammadiyah University of Makassar. Lack of facilities made
the students difficult to develop their grammatical knowledge, many of them
argued that facilities are one of the biggest challenges in developing their
grammatical knowledge, because they don’t have enough facilities to learn more
about grammar, it supported by the data from the interview. Meanwhile,
according to Akbari (2015) also stated that one problem faced by the students in
learning English is a facility, most of the students have textbooks only as the tools

to learn English.
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Lack of knowledge of tenses

The other challenge is lack of understanding of tenses, lack of tenses made
the students difficult to learn grammar because they cannot organize the sentence
based on the rules or formulation of tenses. It supported by the data from the
questionnaire result and Effendi et al. (2017) who said that the difference between
the structure of English and Indonesian language made the students difficult to

understand how to write in English by using good structure.

Lack of self-confident

The next challenge is lack of self-confident; most of the students at
University Muhammadiyah of Makassar failed in grammar because they lack
confidence, it supported by the data from the questionnaire result. The students
feel a lack of confidence because they were afraid if they made a mistake. And
afraid of being judged by their friends, so it makes the students feel a lack of

confident.

Limited of time

Limited of time also one of the biggest challenges faced by the students in
learning grammatical knowledge at English Department Muhammadiyah
University of Makassar. It also supported by the researcher’s experience as a
student at University, because there are too many activities that should be run

together sometimes make us difficult to learn more properly at the same time.
CONCLUSION

Based on the findings and discussion, it can be concluded there were some
challenges in developing grammatical knowledge by EFL students of the English
Department Muhammadiyah University of Makassar. The result showed that
problems were mostly found by the students in their grammatical knowledge
were: they don’t know how to organize the sentences to be a good paragraph,
lack of self-confident, lack of vocabularies, lack of tenses, and the most
significant challenges were; learning environment was too crowded, limited of

time and lack of facilities.
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