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Abstract

Peace and security sustainability in Africa has become a vital tool for the developmental agenda of
the Africa Union. Hence, the continent’s conflicting issues and fighting against various groups that
emerged from militancy, insurgency and terrorism in Africa is the reason why the peace and security
department of the African Union was established for the purpose of solving such problems in order to
sustain a peaceful African environment. The main objective of the paper is to draw the role of the
African Union (AU) and the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in assisting the Afri-
can countries in resolving the conflicts which could lead to a state of insecurity. The work made use
of qualitative research design through the conduct of interviews as well as the use of other sources
such as AU/NEPAD documents, internet sources and journals for the purpose of data collection. The
findings revealed that, NEPAD works with the African countries at the country level through the pro-
vision of advisory and partnership role on peace and security governance. At the continental level,
NEPAD report to the African Union on issues relating to peace and security sustainability which are
handled by the AU’s department for Peace and Security.
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INTRODUCTION

The work of Mbaku (2004) assert
that the leadership of the five counties
namely, Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria,
Thambo Mbeki of South Africa, Abdoulaye
Wade of Senegal, Hosni Mubarak Egypt
and Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria were
instrumental to the establishment of
NEPAD in 2001. It became an initiative
that sought for the continent’s path to
sustainable development with the aim of
eradicating poverty, placing Africa along-
side with the developed countries from
Europe, America, and some of the devel-
oped countries in Asia.

NEPAD targets her partnership with
the developed countries to invest in Afri-
ca. The African countries therefore, need
to promote peace and security as a pre-
condition to attract foreign investment. A
secured environment is one that can at-
tract both people and development along-
side. Development partners of NEPAD are
derived from Africa, Asia, Europe, North
and South Americans, which serves as
both the countries of the North and South
(NEPAD, 2014).

In Africa, these development part-
ners are African Development Bank, the
African Union, Africa Fertilizer, and Africa
Renewal online, Africa Platform for the
Development Effectiveness (APDEv),
among others. In the UK, it is the respon-
sibility of the Department for Internation-
al Development (DFID) through the UK
government to provide aid to developing
countries of the world. The DFID has pro-
vided aid to about 90 countries with the
aim of eradicating poverty as an interna-
tional agreement to bring an end to pov-
erty by 2015. In the light of this, DFID
serves as a partner with the NEPAD pro-
gramme initiative in Africa. The Swiss
Global Alliance for Improved Nutrition
(GAIN) is another partner of NEPAD pro-
gramme initiative which is aimed at mobi-
lizing public-private partnership as a
foundation to engage in the provision of

financial and technical support with the
view of countering malnutrition through
nutritious foods to the affected people
(NEPAD, 2014).

China has developed her partner-
ship with the African countries through
the establishment of the China Africa Co-
operation Forum (CACF). It is geared to-
wards the strengthening of ties with the
African continent to expand her econo-
mies. China today, has so many invest-
ments in African countries to promote the
growing need for resources back in China,
and to foster her as a global figure in the
international market where she is in-
volved in several different businesses.
Chinese investment covers oil, agricul-
ture, construction of both structural and
industrial buildings, textiles, manganese,
copper, uranium, etc. Africa is doing busi-
ness with so many Chinese companies
where the continent’s resources are large-
ly untapped (Taylor, 2006).

Acquisition of land in the continent
of Africa has become a thing of global in-
vestment since the geared up prices of
food commodities in 2008. This issue in-
volves the BRICS states as a driving force.
Alphabets B-Brazil, R-Russia, I-India, C-
China, S-South Africa, forms the BRICS
states which are also partnering with
NEPAD. One of them is “South Africa”
which is the co-founder of African initia-
tive programme NEPAD. Africa has a pop-
ulation that is seen as potential market
for global investment. In the area of mo-
bile phone, it is one of the fastest growing
economies in telecommunication technol-
ogy (Bach, 2013).

Asia giant China is thus demanding
and utilizing the opportunities in the ac-
quisition of raw materials in the conti-
nent. Furthermore, through the exporta-
tion opportunities in Africa, U.S and the
EU countries are not left out of this dis-
covery rather they are gainfully involved
in the acquisition of resources in Africa.
This has brought about high increase in
both diplomatic ties and official visit to
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the African states. Another partner is that
of the Korea-Africa Forum for Economic
Cooperation which distinguished herself
with the economic action plan during the
Seoul meeting of October, 2012. There
was a summit held in Equatorial Guinea at
the Sipopo city for the African-South
American also for the purpose of growing
partnership through investment in the
continent (Bach, 2013).

In Asia, Turkey-Africa Cooperation
opened the doors of diplomatic relations
between the African states and Turkey. In
2013 January, a total number of 19 em-
bassies were established within the Afri-
can continent as part of the diplomatic
ties. Thus, there is a fast-growing relation
in business engagement as well as issues
relating to diplomatic visit partnership
(Bach, 2013). Continental integration be-
tween the Asian and African regions has
promoted the economic and political co-
operation among states of both conti-
nents. Thus, the India-Africa partnership
is already yielding results both in the are-
as of social-economic and political initia-
tives that will enhance the ties between
India as a nation and African states. As a
result, the government of India has in-
vested US1bn to build joint facilities in the
line of e-Network for the purpose of inte-
grated satellite (Naidu, 2008).

This will enhance telecommunica-
tion for both medicine and education as
Pan African e-Network with the African
Union. The commitment of the Indian
government toward her investment in Af-
rica has made the continent to sign an
agreement which will promote African
economic integration through India’s
credit facility of US$200 million to NEPAD
for the India-Africa Fund. That notwith-
standing, an Indian state of Andhra Pra-
desh signed a letter of intent between the
countries of Kenya and Uganda for the
purpose of cultivating land in both coun-
tries where 500 Indians will be sent to
them (Naidu, 2008).

Internet usage is another form of

partnership that creates trade relations
with countries of the world which bridges
the communication technology gap in
most countries. However, it is noted that
the 54 countries of Africa are not left be-
hind with the connectivity of the internet
access especially their capitals. It is a form
of trade globalization even in the African
continent, for South Africa, its usage of
internet facility favorably compares to
that of the European countries. It is not up
to date in Africa where so many commu-
nities lack access to the internet, for the
North America and the Europeans, the
usage of the internet has promoted medi-
cal diagnosis which serves as an instru-
ment for the treatment of diseases. The
African continent truly needs such infor-
mation to serve as a guide to the medical
field, especially for the doctors and the
medical students for effective profession-
alism (Sonaike, 2004).

It is therefore, a call for African
countries like the US, European countries,
Asian countries, to invest in the line of in-
formation and communication technology
as well as in Research. NEPAD has created
that avenue for the continent to partner
with the rest of the world in capacity
building of social and economic struc-
tures. Investment can go a long way when
the high level of African resources are yet
untapped in many areas such as the natu-
ral resources, agriculture, technology and
even the human resources that need to be
developed. The US through the leadership
of President George Bush in July, 2003
paid a historic visit to Africa which pro-
moted the US trade programme with the
continent. It was a great step forward to
partner and to support the NEPAD pro-
gramme (Sonaike, 2004).

A call for the support from the US is
still today very necessary making use of
the designed plan through NEPAD for the
development and partnership with Africa.
Another issue of concern is that of the end
to conflict in Africa states which serves as
a challenge to security of life and proper-
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ty, and it has also become a great chal-
lenge for both the continent and the glob-
al community. Security of humans is very
important because, a nation that is at risk
of insecurity creates an atmosphere of
fear even to the foreigners in such a na-
tion. It makes it difficult for foreign inves-
tors to come in and participate in trade
and investment. This is the reason why
this research work is focused on the issue
of security in Africa.

The main objective of the paper is to draw
the role of the African Union (AU) and the
New Partnership for Africa’s Develop-
ment (NEPAD) in assisting the African
countries in solving the conflict challeng-
es which could lead to a state of insecuri-

ty.
RESEARCH METHODS

The work made use of qualitative
research design through the conduct of
interviews as well as the usage of other
sources such as AU/NEPAD documents,
internet sources and journals for the pur-
pose of data collection.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

AU/NEPAD’s Role in Implementing
Peace and Security Strategy

There are various strategies that
have been put in place in implementing
the peace and security goal of the NEPAD
programme initiative which is jointly
managed by the NEPAD Agency and the
African Union in collaboration with other
partners within and outside Africa for the
purpose of achieving peace and political
stability in African states. Africa Union
(2009) the Heads of State and Govern-
ment which is the highest body of author-
ity both of NEPAD and the AU Assembly
has established the African Peace and Se-
curity Architecture (APSA) of the African
Union during their first Ordinary Session
of the African Union Assembly in Durban,
South Africa, on the 9th of July 2002.

The Heads of State and Government
of the African countries met in Sirte, Lib-
ya, on the 28th of February, 2004, where
they signed the Solemn Declaration on
Defence and Security during their Second
Extraordinary Session as a document on
peace and security so as to guide the AU/
NEPAD activities in relation to the sector
known as Peace and Security. However,
the African Peace and Security Architec-
ture is working in collaboration with the
Regional Economic Communities (RECs)
as well as the Regional Mechanisms (RMs)
charged with the responsibility of ensur-
ing Conflict Prevention, Conflict Manage-
ment and Conflict Resolution, as it has
been instructed by the Peace and Security
Council of the AU.

For effective work to be done by the
African Peace and Security Architecture
(APSA), there are elements/characters
that are attributed to them which they are
known for, such as peace monitoring,
peace building at the grass roots level, as
well as post-conflict reconstruction and
development. These characters are what
the Peace and Security Council of the Afri-
can Union depends on for the sustainabil-
ity of working relationship with the Afri-
can Peace and Security Architecture in
coordinating their activities. According to
NEPAD Agency (2014), some of the bod-
ies to be discussed under the APSA are
the instruments that are charged with the
responsibility of overseeing peace and
security sustainability in African coun-
tries such as:

1. The Peace and Security Council(PSC)
of the African Union, this is an organ
of the African Union that is charged
with the responsibility of making deci-
sion on issues relating to conflict such
as its prevention, management as well
as conflict resolution within the Afri-
can continent. It is therefore, expected
to respond to conflict related issues so
as to prevent it from turning into cri-
sis or war but to foster unity, promote
peace among the people, security and
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political stability within the African
continent (AU/NEPAD, 2009).

2. The Continental Early Warning Sys-
tem, this is another organ that is also
very vital as issues relating to conflicts
are concerned; the Continental Early
Warning System (CEWS) is an early
warning mechanism that is responsi-
ble for promoting peace and security,
while supporting the Peace and Secu-
rity Council of the African Union in
preventing conflicts as well as its an-
ticipation. Within the Regional Eco-
nomic Communities in Africa, there is
situation room for CEWS in observing
and monitoring situations around the
sub-regions as indicated within the
member states of the Regional Eco-
nomic Communities. CEWS therefore,
does the analysis based on specific in-
dicators, then with further transmis-
sion and communication to the Con-
flict Management Directorate located
at the African Union Commission in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (AU/NEPAD,
2009). The work of Terwase, Abdul-
Talib & Zengeni (2015) opined that
the early warning mechanism helps in
addressing the issues that may result
into conflict which may further lead to
a state of war if such issues are not
resolved.

3. The Panel of the Wise, this organ con-
stitutes eminent personalities in Afri-
ca whose sole responsibility is to in-
tervene at the early stage of conflict as
diplomats as well as an advisory body.
It is in order to prevent such conflicts
from escalating into war which may
result in killing of innocent people,
burning and bombing of structures,
properties etc. it is again charged with
the responsibility of advising the Afri-
can Union on initiatives related to con-
flict prevention (Africa Union, 2009).

4. The African Standby Force, this organ
is designed to engage in conflict inter-
vention situations and promoting the
maintenance of peace, security and

political stability within the conflicting
environments, place, or country. The
five regions in Africa namely: North,
South, West, East and Central, thus,
provides military panels through their
regional communities such as NARC,
SADC, ECOWAS, EASBRIG and ECCAS
respectively. All in a bid to form the
African Standby Force as a multidi-
mensional and continental interven-
tion force in Africa (AU/NEPAD,
2009).

5. The Special Fund, Since the NEPAD
Agency and the African Union has
structured mechanisms that would
enable partnership within and outside
Africa, the Special Fund is an organ
charged with the responsibility of en-
suring financial mechanism in place
for the support to the African Union in
issues related to peace and security in
Africa. By so doing, African Union does
her contribution to the Fund with six
percent from the annual budget, while
the Special Fund also receives contri-
bution from international donors in
order to secure peace and maintain
stability in Africa. Worthy of mention,
is the 9th European Development
Fund that contributed about 440 mil-
lion Euros to the Fund (AU/NEPAD,
2009).

The AU/NEPAD Peace and Security
Partners

International and global institutions
have gone into partnership with the AU/
NEPAD in order to foster greater collabo-
ration in promoting peace, security as
well as political stability in the African
continent. By so doing, these institutions
include the European Union, the G8, and
the United Nations through their organ
which is responsible for ensuring peace,
security and stability globally known as
the UN Security Council. Below are the
details of these partnerships with the in-
stitutions;
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1. The European Union, The African Un-

ion has gone into partnership with the
European Union to foster strategic
ways of enhancing and developing
such strategies where peace and polit-
ical stability would reign within the
African states. They therefore went
into agreements as they established
the Joint Africa - EU Strategy in 2007.
It was a well-established partnership
that evolved a three-year action plan
which was focused to develop along-
side others priorities of NEPAD as the
democratic governance, energy, Sci-
ence and technology, climate change,
migration, ICT, mobility, human rights,
employment, trade infrastructure,
and regional integration (AU/NEPAD,
2009).

Notwithstanding, the most concerned
and first among other priority objec-
tives was the partnership in the area
of Peace and Security which comprises
of areas of support from the European
Union to AU/NEPAD were; political
dialogue that also deals with media-
tion; support to the African Peace and
Security Architecture; as well as sup-
port through funding to the peace op-
erations led by Africa in conflicting
countries.

. The G8, the strategic area where the
G8 has supported the African Union
through partnership includes commu-
nication, logistics, and the civilian
components during the peace opera-
tions where conflicts need to be man-
aged and resolved. As such, the G8
gave support to the African Union in
establishing the African Standby Force
(ASF) with a focus in the above men-
tioned areas. The African Union has
led peace support operations in many
countries where there were issues of
conflicts that led to political instability
in such countries like the peace opera-
tion in Somalia known as the African
Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) as well
as African Mission in Sudan (AMIS),

(AU/NEPAD, 2009).

Regarding the crisis in Darfur, Sudan,
the African Union led peace support
mission later transformed into a com-
bined force made up of the African Un-
ion-United Nations Mission in Darfur
known as the UNAMID. More so, the
AU-UN Mission stands an assurance of
reliability in funding the peace-
keeping forces and stronger in terms
of strategies while on the field to re-
turn peace and security in conflicting
countries. The Peace Building Fund
(PBF) which was established in 2006,
received pledges from the G8 to sup-
port in funding the PBF. Also in the
area of trafficking and proliferation of
Small Arms as well as that of Light
Weapons, the G8 have not relented in
giving support to strengthen on ma-
jors and laws in putting an end to such
issues.

3. The United Nations, the partnership
between the African Union and the
United Nations is highly enormous,
and has the capacity of the global in-
stitution as well as the assembly of
Nation-states across the world to sup-
port Africa in peace operations. This
support is carried out through the
backbone of the security organ of the
United Nations known as UN-Security
council. However, the substantial as-
pect of the UN to the AU in peace-
keeping operations comes from their
financial support to such Missions, as
well as the strategic building for the
peace support mission in conflicting
country to return peace, security and
political sustainability where conflicts
are resolved (Africa Union, 2009).

CONCLUSION

The search for Africa’s peace and secu-
rity sustainability led to the establishment
of the African Union’s department for
peace and security which is geared to-
wards achieving a sustainable peaceful
and secured environment in the continent
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of Africa. More so, that idea brought into
existence the collaboration of the AU and
NEPAD to work together towards the ac-
tualization of the continent’s peaceful co-
existence. This work has achieved in
pointing out various bodies that partners
with the AU/NEPAD in achieving such
course. There is the need for the conti-
nent of Africa to remain peaceful in order
to gear developmental agendas in African
countries through partnership which is
the main focus of NEPAD as an agency of
the African Union.
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